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Press Release, 24 November 2009
Brighton Festival and Zap Art will be hosting a reception on 7 December from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Royal Pavilion in Brighton, to formally launch a new international partnership project known as ZEPA. 

ZEPA – Zone Européenne de Projects Artistiques, is an international partnership network of arts organisations and creation centres for the development of street arts festivals, and is supported by the European Union’s Interreg IV a programme in France and the UK.

Andrew Comben, Chief Executive of Brighton Dome and Festival and Dave Reeves Artistic Director of Zap Art, will welcome guests at the reception, and give a description of the partnership. All the partners from both France and the UK will be attending the reception as well as a number of artists who will be collaborating on specific projects. The reception will provide an opportunity for guests to gain information about the international funding process and cross-border collaboration.
ZEPA funding
The key aim of the ZEPA partnership is to promote the professional development of street arts in France and the UK in order to foster a working dynamic which crosses over cultural, social and economic agendas. 

The grant from Interreg IV is for 3,110,169€ which is half the total project budget for ZEPA at  6,220,338€. This funding is being used to commission several street arts projects across all the project partners’ territories, ranging from presentations in rural communities, to participatory projects.  The funding will also be used to secure educational partnerships between universities in both countries relating to professional development of education around street arts. 

There are a number of companies that will be working across the partnership which extends until 2012, with projects for 2010 involving large scale community involvement presented as free outdoor events.

The ZEPA Partner Organisations include:
L’Atelier 231 – Centre National des Arts de la Rue/ Sotteville-les-Rouen

Le Hangar -  Fabrique des Arts de la Rue/Amiens

Culture Commune – Scène nationale du Bassin Minier du Pas-de-Calais/ Loos –en-Gohelle

Le Fourneau – Centre national des Arts de la Rue/Brest

Zap Art – Brighton

Brighton Dome and Festival – Brighton

Winchester Hat Fair – Winchester

Southampton City Council – Southampton 

Seachange Arts – Great Yarmouth

ZEPA’s objectives are: the creation of a transnational ‘space’ for communities, artists  and professionals; access to culture for all;  encounters and exchanges between artists and the public;  work within disadvantaged communities; social, economic & cultural  development; the creation and presentation of high quality artistic projects; transnational exchanges and the sharing  of good working practices. 

ZEPA aims to present a coherent programme of projects which are open and accessible to all: communities, arts and cultural organisations, schools, universities and other educational institutions, social groups, artists, companies, street arts industry professionals, visitors and tourists...

ZEPA allows each of the different partner organisations the opportunity to extend their area of creative and cultural work through the creation and presentation of high quality projects of international calibre. It supports the work of creation centres and festivals through the sharing of resources and mutual exchanges of good working practices.
The current ZEPA partnership developed out of a programme of cultural exchanges and professional development activities between festivals in France: Viva Cité (in Sotteville-lès-Rouen), La Fête dans la Ville (in Amiens) and The Streets of Brighton Festival (Zap Art) which ran from 1996-2000. In 2000 the project took on the name of PECA (Polycentre Européen de Création Artistique), and focused on the development of creation centers with the opening of l’Atelier 231 (Sotteville-lès –Rouen) and Le Hangar (Amiens).  At the same time it was also joined by new partners Culture Commune (Loos-en-Gohelle), Hastings and Rother Councils. In 2008, Hastings and  Rother left the partnership, PECA became ZEPA, and expanded its sphere of activities with a whole range of new partners: Le Fourneau (Brest) in France , Southampton City Council, Winchester Hat Fair, Brighton Festival and  SeaChange Arts (Great Yarmouth) in the UK.  
